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th ^ p e o p le ^ ^ lis s o u la  bid fo r the 
e ^ ib lis h m e ^B o f The University 
a A to n ta n ^ J H ta r  com m unity. 
Their persistence and the gener­
osity of p rom inent citizens 
assured the ir success. Today, 
persistence and generosity 
toward the University are needed 
m ore than.ever^as grow ing 
pressures on the State's fiscal 
resources try its capacity to  fund 
education. During the next cen­
tury, support from  the com m un i­
ty will assure the success of edu­
cation in M ontana at any level.
Since its founding, the 
University’s reliance on the persi­
stence and generosity o f its 
benefactors has becom e ever 
m ore apparent. The State of 
M ontana has always had difficulty 
providing fo r the University 
com m unity ’s m any needs. Yet 
neither citizen nor governm ent 
disaffection w ith the University 
causes this deficit, but the 
constraints o f an econom y 
spread over im m ense distances, 
supported by a sparse popula­
tion, and dependent on extractive 
resources.
Only because of private 
benefactors who recognize the 
needs of the University and who 
act in the spirit o f civic responsibil­
ity can The University of M ontana 
fulfill its m ission to the people of 
Montana.
Lubrecht Forest, long the site 
o f field training for forestry 
students and a laboratory for 
researchers, is a  prim e exam ple 
of the value of private benevo­
lence. Ed Bandy, a longtim e 
rancher and observer of wildlife 
specialists and students, willed 
his ranch to  the University for the 
w ork of the School o f Forestry.
Just th is year, Bill Gallagher, a 
business adm inistration g radu­
ate, donated $1 million as a
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challenge to  the State to fund a 
badly-needed new School of 
Business Adm inistration build­
ing. Ian and Nancy Davidson, 
both University graduates, 
provided $1 m illion to  build an 
Honors College building. Carroll 
and N ancy O ’Connor com m itted 
$1 m illion tow ard assuring the 
continued excellence and 
responsiveness of the University. 
J im  Castles, a graduate of the 
School o f Law, donated 
$500,000 to the School to assure 
its continued service to  the State 
and nation.
These few  exam ples of 
critically im portant contributions 
show the significance of gener­
ous benefactors; they m ake all 
the d ifference at The University 
o f Montana. Such com m itted 
alum ni and friends dem onstrate 
the continued relevance of 
lessons learned a century ago at 
The University of Montana.
G reat societies cannot exist 
w ithout great universities. And 
we cannot have great universi­
ties w ithout the com m itm ent and 
support o f the private sector. 
These axiom s will hold true well 
into the next century. The trends 
are self-evident to those w ho will 
see. Thanks to the persistence 
and generosity of our loyal 
friends, The University of M on­
tana will not only survive this 
challenge, but prosper as well.
This report is filled w ith the 
excitem ent and joy of our 
Centennial celebration. The 
m any faces of The University of 
M ontana at hom e and abroad 
shine w ith the pride of achieve­
m ent and the joy of com m unity. 
As we share this grand occasion, 
we renew our com m itm ents  and 
rededicate ourselves to  the w ork 
and m ission of the University.
During H om ecom ing in 
October, the entire University 
com m unity  o f faculty, staff, 
students, alumni, and friends will 
bring the Centennial celebration 
to  a fitting finale. As we reflect 
upon the past and prepare for 
the challenges of the future, we 
m ust rem em ber the still-relevant 
w ords of our first President, Dr. 




After four years of planning and 
preparation, UM converted from  
quarters to a sem ester system  
for its academ ic year. The new 
schedule m eans students arrive 
on cam pus in August for the first 
semester, which ends in Decem­
ber, then return in January for the 




A 1.6 percent student enrollm ent 
drop, the first since 1989, relieved 
UM officials. Had enrollm ent 
reached 11,000 as predicted, it 
would have exceeded the 2 
percent growth ceiling m andated 
by the Board of Regents.
Northern Exposure
UM ’s fifth annual bus tour, 
dubbed “Northern Exposure," 
was launched Oct. 12. It covered 
15 northwest Montana com m uni­
ties in three days, holding lunch­
eons, receptions, and presenta­
tions on UM ’s Small Business 





of the Year on 
Campus
A Day Without Art
Decem ber 1 was the day UM 
and downtown M issoula draped 
all art with black plastic to raise 
awareness of the toll AIDS is 
taking on M ontana and the 
nation’s creative community.
The international observance 
was organized in M issoula by the 
School o f Fine Arts and the 
local arts com m unity. A  panel 
discussion on AIDS in Montana 
and a candlelight vigil and 
m arch were held.
Sharon Allen prepares for a rappelling dance, 
the opening act for the Spring Dance Showcase.
Tooting out the jams with 
the UM Alumni Band.
Law School 
Teams Winners
UM ’s m oot court team  m ade a 
clean sweep last Novem ber at 
the Northwest regional com peti­
tions. The third-year law stu­
dents presented written brief 
and oral argum ents during a 
sim ulated U.S. Suprem e Court 
case and w ent on to take the 
overall cham pionsh ip as well as 
best oralist honors and first- and 
second-place awards for written 
briefs. UM’s sweep of the three- 
day, 16-team event was “un­
heard of, not just for Montana but 
for any school,” says m oot court 
coach Sharon Snyder. Then in 
March, the trial team  defeated 
O regon’s W illamette University 
to  take the regional trial-team 
com petition cham pionship for 




Adding a special luster to UM’s 
Centennial year was the listing of 
the cam pus core on the National 
Register o f Historic Places. The 
listed area includes the Oval, 17 
cam pus buildings, the Clarence 
Prescott house, and the M on the 
face of Mount Sentinel.
Missoula basketball 
fans swarmed 
Dahlberg Arena in 
record numbers to 
see the NCAA 
Western regional 
tournament in 





Longstanding dream s of a 
public television station at UM 
will com e true within the next 
three years, thanks to a $1.2 
million federal grant and 
cooperative efforts with 
Montana State University. The 
National Telecom m unications 
and Information Adm inistration 
grant—with the University, MSU 
and the state chipping in about 
$400,000 in m atching funds— 
will enable UM to establish 
KUFM-TV as a com panion to  its 
public radio station, KUFM.
Documentary 
Takes Honors
A student-produced docum en­
tary won the Society o f Profes­
sional Journalists’ national M ark 
of Excellence Award for in-depth 
television reporting. The 30- 
m inute program , “Tourism: 
Beyond the Beauty,” looks at the 
hidden costs, environmental 
concerns, and other negative 
aspects of M ontana tourism.
A rape recovery 
service was 
established at the 
Student Health 
Service after a survey 
found that 8.5 percent 
of 2,640 UM women 
students were 
sexually assaulted 
during the previous 
academic year. Most 
of the rapes occurred 
off-campus. The 
service, a safe, non­
threatening haven for 
victims, saw 30 
women by the end of 
fall semester. The 
University also took 
immediate steps to 
raise awareness of 
the prevalence of 
sexual assault.





Associate Professor of biological 
sciences Vicki Watson was on 
sabbatical at M urdoch University 
in Perth, where she helped 
Australian researchers develop 
an artificial stream  system  like 
the one she built at UM. Watson 
writes, “M any of western 
Australia’s natural resource 
issues resem ble those of M on­
tana and the Am erican West. The 
im pacts of m ining, grazing, and 
exotic species are big concerns."
UM hosted Australian W eek 
April 20-27, in conjunction with 
the U.N. Year of the W orld ’s 
Indigenous Peoples. Featured 
were Australian films, lectures, 
and a panel discussion between 
Native Am erican tribal elders and 
an Aboriginal scholar.
Bahrain
James Cox, chem istry profes­
sor emeritus, spent spring 
sem ester in M anam a as a 
Fulbright lecturer. He taught 
science teachers at the University 
of Bahrain’s School o f Education.
Czechoslovakia
Martin Fodor, a Czech forestry 
engineer, was a visiting scholar in 
the Environmental Studies 




Notes on Our 
Far-Flung 
Scholars
Forestry Professor Steve 
McCool was the first faculty 
m em ber to participate in the new 
Belize exchange program . He 
w ent there to teach international 
developm ent while, in exchange, 
Karen Card, an accounts clerk 
at UCB’s accounting office, cam e 
to M ontana to  w ork for UM ’s 
Human Resource Services. 
Steve Siebert, forestry adjunct, 
and Jill Belsky, sociology 
assistant professor, also went to 
Belize and held an introductory 
field course in natural resource 
m anagem ent.
In April, UM entered 
into a faculty-staff 
exchange 
agreement with the 







Jill Belsky went to  North 
Sulawesi to research the local 
use of m arine resources. The 
Indonesian governm ent will use 
her survey to plan the "eco- 
developm ent” o f Bunaken 
National Park. Amy Ragsdale, 
dram a/dance professor, taught 
m odern dance at Indonesian arts 
schools on Bali, Java, and 
Sum atra last fall.
Fifteen UM students 
worked the 
Burgundy grape 
harvest while living 
with families in 
Beaune, France.
Germany
The School of Business Adm inis­
tration and the Department of 
Foreign Languages and Litera­
tures jointly sponsored a three- 
week student trip to Heidelberg 
and Nebian, France. Students 
toured local businesses, govern­
ment offices, and cultural and 
health organizations. A  side visit 
to Munich took them  to the BMW 
plant. Trip leader was Bob 
Hollmann, associate dean of 
the business school,
Iran
Associate Professor Nader 
Shooshtarf, from  Ahvaz, is 
teaching international business 
and m arketing at UM.
Mexico
A group of UM students w ent to 
Oaxaca during spring sem ester 





with his students at 
Shanghai 
International Studies 
University in China, 





UM political science Professor 
Lou Hayes taught English at 
Toyo University in Tokyo, and 
geology Professor George 
Stanley jo ined the education 
faculty at Kumamoto University 
in Kumamoto, Japan.
Yoko Taketomi, a lecturer at 
Kumamoto, jo ined the Division of 
Biological Sciences at UM. Joe 
Moll, a graduate student in 
forestry, was UM ’s first intern at 
the Japan International Coopera­
tion Agency in Tokyo.
Senegal
Julia Watson, a 1992-93 
Fulbright lecturer and associate 
professor of liberal studies, has 
been teaching at the Universite 
de Cheikh Anta Diop in Dakar, 
where she supervises the work 
of 55 m aster’s students. Watson 
writes of the shock of teaching in 
a Third W orld university, even 
if it is, she says, one of the best­
functioning in W est Africa: 
“Audiovisual equipm ent is 
unheard of, the book famine 
seriously underm ines classroom  
instruction, word processors are 
rare prizes am ong faculty. But if 
the privations of education here 
are severe, the rewards are 
heady. Students are assertive, 
even disputatious, and m any are 
well-prepared. Class loads are 
oppressive, w ith 10 lecture-only 
courses a year, each to 100 or 
m ore students. Salaries are low. 
Yet m y colleagues seem  lively, 
engaged, aware, hungry for 
information."
Exploring Roman ruins 
near Autun, France.
Former Ambassador
Kim Kyung-won of 
South Korea was one 
of a distinguished 
slate of speakers 
from around the 
world
who gathered on the UM 
cam pus last April to d iscuss the 
future of Asia.
Other speakers who helped lead 
this year’s Mansfield Confer­
ence, “Ending the Cold W ar in 
Asia,” included George Packard, 
dean of the Paul H. Nitze School 
o f Advanced International 
Studies at Johns Hopkins 
University; Yuli Vorontsov, 
Russian am bassador to  the 
United Nations; Okawara Yoshio, 
form er Japanese am bassador to 
the United States; and Han Xu, 





Randy Olson and Melissa 
Farlow, two prom inent photojour­
nalists who are also husband 
and wife, cam e to UM in April to 
give a public lecture and slide 
show, "Staying Connected: 
Docum enting People’s Lives,” a 
showcase of their in-depth photo 
stories for National Geographic 
and num erous daily newspapers.
Jean Kilbourne
The internationally-recognized 
expert on sex roles and the 
m edia presented her slide show, 
“The Naked Truth: Advertis ing’s 
Image of W om en” in April on the 
UM cam pus. The show exam ­
ined how w om en’s role in society 




greets Provost Bob 
Kindrick during an 
indigenous people’s 
celebration.
Ivan Doig, author of 
“This House of Sky," 
came to campus 
April 21 and 22 and 
read from his latest 
work, “Heart Earth."
Forest Service mules 
clear the “M" trail.
I
he accom plish- 
•ast and the 
> future shared 
Dr 1993 as The 
University of Montana celebrated 
its 100th b irthday with pride, high 
spirits and plenty o f old-fash­
ioned revelry.
Centennial events crowded 
the calendar throughout the 
year, but m ost o f the festivities 
were between Charter Day, Feb.
18, and the Hom ecom ing finale 
Oct. 2. A gala spring Showcase 
W eek packed a m ind-boggling 
array of events into seven 
celebratory days.
Charter Day, the traditional 
celebration of UM’s charter by 
the M ontana Legislature in 
February 1893, was the official 
kick- off for the Centennial 
celebration. Cam pus and 
com m unity leaders donned turn- 
of-the-century costum es for the 
occasion, which featured a re­
enactm ent of the school’s Sept. 
11,1895, opening-day cer­
emony. The First M ontana Light 
Artillery provided a literal blast 
from  the past by firing three 
cannons on the Oval.
The Centennial them e — “The 
Next Hundred Years: The 
University, Montana, and the 
W orld” — was reflected in a full 
slate of events with an interna­
tional flair.
The University’s world 
connections were particularly 
evident during Showcase Week, 
April 25-May 1. The Mansfield 
Conference drew  current and 
form er am bassadors from  
Russia, Japan, South Korea, and 
China to d iscuss “Ending the 
Cold War in Asia;" international 
students regaled the com m unity 
with native costumes, music, 
dance and food; and 25 top 
officials from  universities in Asia, 




The Centennial Ball 
transformed the 
University Center 
into a turn-of-the- 
century town with a 
vaudeville theater, 
black jack, billiards, 
and a strolling 
snake-oil salesman.
New Zealand visited for the 
festivities.
The celebration of diversity 
continued with Native Am erican 
Cultural Awareness Week, which 
coincided with Showcase W eek 
and attracted native cultural 
leaders, tribal college presidents, 
and Native Am erican students 
from  throughout the West.
Highlights o f the week in­
cluded a panel discussion on 
native spirituality and the cultural 
survival of indigenous peoples, a
candle light vigil on the Oval to 
stress the im portance of cultural 
em powerm ent, and the Kyi-Yo 
Indian C lub ’s annual Youth 
Conference and Powwow.
The weeklong celebration 
had three m ajor goals: to 
provide an opportun ity for the 
cam pus com m unity  and general 
public to  experience Native 
Am erican culture; to foster pride, 
self-esteem and cultural identity 
am ong UM ’s Native Am erican 
students; and to  com m unicate 
that cultural diversity benefits 
everyone in the com m unity.
UM w rapped up Showcase 
W eek Saturday, May 1, with a 
day of outdoor fam ily fun and a 
n ight of festive frontier tim e- 
travel. The daylong M ay Fete 
filled the Oval with art, crafts, 
food, and free entertainm ent for 
every taste. A  special Children’s 
Corner kept youngsters en­
thralled with cowboy poetry, face 
painting, juggling, judo, and the 
chem istry prowess of G. Whiz.
In the evening, the Centennial 
Ball transform ed the University 
Center into a turn-of-the-century 
town com plete with vaudeville 
theater, b lackjack, billiards, and 
a strolling snake-oil salesman. 
Revelers took buggy rides 
around the Oval, watched silent 
films in the Golden Spike The­
atre, and wetted their whistles 
in the Last Chance Before Dry 
Gulch Saloon.
O ther Showcase W eek 
highlights included the first 
Northwest perform ance in 50 
years of Gustav M ahler’s fam ed 
“Sym phony of a Thousand;’’ a 
law school re-enactm ent of an 
1893 M ontana Suprem e Court 
case; cam pus historical tours led 
by guides in period costum e; an 
A rbor Day planting of 56 trees 
and shrubs, one for each Mon­
tana county; and a w ide range of 
concerts, lectures, and displays.




all w ho partici­
pated with 
enough m em o­
ries to last 
another 100 years.

Clockwise, from right: 
Udo Fluck, president of 
the International Student's 
Association, leads the 
Parade of Nations during 
May Fete.
Johnna Espinoza, office 
products consultant at the 
UC bookstore, in costum e 
at the Centennial Ball.
UM President George 
Dennison and his wife, 
Jane, greet visiting digni­
taries from  Kumamoto, 
Japan, at the Centennial 
Ball.
The Honor Dance at the 
Kyi-Yo Pow W ow takes on 
an international flavor.
African students perform ­
ing their native dances 
during the May Fete 
celebration on the Oval.
Reptile Man Sam Manno 
lets a May Fete celebrant 










Raclcot poses with 
the international 
com m unity  visiting the UM 
cam pus during 
Showcase Week.
TV producer John 
Shaffner, *74, Fine 




Distinguished alumni for 1992 
and 1993 are Missoulian Lorin 
Hearst,’53, forestry; William R. 
Schwanke, m arketing and 
m edia relations d irector for UM 
athletics; retired Stanford 
University librarian Marlon 
McGill Smith, '38, library 
science; facial reconstruction 
surgeon Dr. Roger West of 
Seattle, '63, pharm acy; James 
Browning, chief judge em eritus 
of the Ninth C ircuit Court of 
Appeals, '41, law; Marie Rose 
Browning, ’41, zoology; retired 
newspaper publisher George 
Remington, '50, journalism; 
and Spokane Spokesman- 
Review reporter Julie Sullivan, 
'87, journalism .
UM law school students 
Geranios, Caroline Byrd, 
Northwest trial-team
Students
Thomas Christopher King, a 
senior in education, received the 
Student Service Award. The 
Hamilton native was an ASUM 
senator and the chair o f the 
University Center Board.
English Professor 
Gerry Brenner was 













Heidi Fanslow, Nikolaos 
and Laura Amon took the 
championship in March.
Faculty
Winners of Zenith Data System s’ 
first-place awards in their 
Masters of Innovation IV 1992 
competition are geology Associ­
ate Professor and Chair Steven 
Sheriff and Adjunct Research
Professor Jerry Bromenshenk 
o f UM’s biological sciences 
division. Sheriff won the educa­
tion category for his six geophys­
ics com puter program s. Bro­
m enshenk took top honors in the 
liberal arts and sciences cat­
egory for his com puter program s 
on using honey bees to m onitor 
environm ental hazards.
Professor Richard Dailey, a 
specialist in business policy and 
ethics and the form er d irector of 
UM 's Small Business Institute, 
won the John Ruffatto Achieve­
m ent Award for his w ork with the 
business com m unity. Econom ­
ics Professor Richard N. 
Barrett received the Faculty 
Service Award. College of Arts 
and Sciences Dean James A. 
Flightner received the Pantzer 
Award, presented to som eone 
w ho’s m ade the University a 
m ore open and hum ane learning 
environment.
The 1993 Distinguished 
Scholar Award went to English 
Professor William Kittredge, 
well-known in Am erican letters 
as an essayist. Professor 
Maureen Curnow, chair o f the 
foreign languages and literatures 





Teresa Beed was 
named most 
inspirational teacher.
Award. James Sullender, a 
volunteer in the Mansfield 
L ibrary’s circulation department, 
won the Outstanding Volunteer 
Award. Anne Gehr, a program  
analyst at Com puting and 
Information Services, won an 
Outstanding Staff Award.
Controller Rosl Keller received 
the Adm inistrative Service
Bettina Burke, 
secretary for the 
Native American 
Studies Program, 
won an Outstanding 
Staff Award.









Prescott spent a lm ost his 
entire life in an 11-room Victo­
rian farm house at the foot of 
Mount Sentinel. From its 
veranda he w itnessed the 
growth of the University, from  
the days when Main Hall 
stood alone in an open field 
to  m ore recent times, 
when the burgeoning
cam pus pressed in close to  his 
flower-filled garden.
Prescott was born on the 
property  in a hom estead cabin in 
1893, the sam e year UM re­
ceived its charter. He once said 
his earliest m em ory of the 
University was of watching 
w orkers dig the basem ent of 
Main Hall by hand in 1898. He 
rem em bered  throw ing rocks into 
it. He also bore w itness to the 
d isappearance of the bears, 
coyotes, and gam e birds that 
once roam ed the cam pus. He 
recalled the days when Indians 
cam ped nearby and how he 
attended a g ram m ar school 
taught by UM students.
Prescott’s house is known to 
every a lum nus of the University.
It was built by Prescott’s father, 
C larence Sr. The elder Prescott 
was a nephew of C.P. Higgins, 
one of M issoula’s founders. In 
1955, UM bought the house and 
granted Clarence Prescott Jr. 
lifetime tenancy. In 1985, the 
house w as nam ed to  the National 
Register of Historic Places. The 
University proposes to  restore 
the build ing and use it for recep­
tions and meetings.
centennial 
m i^ to n e v ^ k  passed in 1993, 
n v ju s t  for tlV U n ive rs ity , but also 
M b e  m a n u flk g re w  up in its 
rhidst. C larence Prescott, Jr. 
celebrated his 100th b irthday on 
May 1 of this sam e year, during 
the he ight o f the Centennial 
festivities. Then, two weeks 
later, he passed away 
after a brief bout w ith A
pneumonia.
B
y assigned m is- 
cope, The 
)ntana is a 
:ed institution. As 
such, it shares with other re­
search universities the responsi­
bility to develop and dissem inate 
knowledge. Research leads to 
the development of new know l­
edge and insight, but it also 
contributes vitally to teaching 
and service at the University. 
Because of this sym biotic 
relationship, only at our peril do 
we fail to maintain the proper 
balance among teaching, 
research, and service, the three 
components of the University 
mission.
Not all colleges and universi­
ties have discovered and estab­
lished the proper balance. As a 
result, a clarion call for reform  
has swept across the country 
urging a return in higher educa­
tion to basics and renewed 
attention to our prim ary responsi­
bility in teaching. A t The Univer­
sity of Montana, the faculty has 
kept teaching high on the 
agenda. While we, as do all 
research university faculties, 
need to take stock and assess 
our situation, we can do so 
without the accom panying strain 
and traum a that has troubled 
other campuses.
Because we have som ething 
closer to a proper balance, the 
students and people of Montana 
have reaped the benefits.
Faculty m em bers have involved 
graduate and undergraduate 
students in research and cre­
ative projects, thereby helping to 
prepare the next generation of 
leaders for the challenges of the 
future. Moreover, these scholars 
have com peted successfully for 
external funds to support 
research and graduate educa­
tion. Within two years, the faculty 
more than doubled the volum e of 
funded research conducted on
M
Only at our peril do 
we fail to maintain 
the proper balance 
among teaching, 
research, and 
service, the three 










cam pus, and the involvement 
continues to  expand. They did this 
by focusing closely upon their 
projects, w hether the funding 
proposals succeeded or not. In a 
word, they honored the m ission of 
the University rather than suc­
cum bing to the lure of funds from  
any and every source for unre­
lated activities.
Success in attracting external 
funds to support research, 
creative activity, and graduate 
education has a powerful im pact 
upon the cam pus. Grants and 
contracts pay d irect costs of 
sponsored projects, thus allowing 
the University to appoint additional 
faculty and staff m em bers at no 
cost to the State or the students. 
These faculty and staff bring new 
expertise and talent and the 
contract and grant funds enable 
us to acquire m odern, state-of-the- 
art equipm ent for both research 
and instruction. Contracts and 
grants also support graduate 
students. Finally, recent studies 
show these dollars have a multi­
plier effect o f three to five in the 
State and local economy. The 
State, the local com m unity, and 
the University benefit significantly 
from  this involvement.
Funded research can becom e 
the tail wagging the dog, if not 
properly controlled. To respond 
opportunistically to every funding 
possibility destroys the proper 
balance that keeps the University 
on track. The research under­
taken m ust fit the program s and 
aspirations of the University. At 
The University of Montana, as the 
following exam ples will dem on­
strate, the faculty has acted to 
assure that result. Research 
funds assist the faculty in the 
development, maintenance, and 
delivery of instructional and 
technical assistance program s 
rather than diverting them  from  
their prim ary assignments.
Faculty m em bers retain and 
exercise the freedom  to select the 
research foci m ost appropriate to 
their interests and expertise. The 
Am erican research university that 
sustains the proper balance is the 
envy of the world. A t The Univer­
sity o f Montana, we aspire to and 
pursue that ideal.
Mapping the Habitat
UM forestry Professor Steve 
Running's research team  is 
playing a key role in NASA’s 
multibillion dollar plan to study 
the global climate.
The team  has an 11 -year,
$7.9 million NASA contract, the 
largest grant in the history o f the 
Montana University System, to 
build satellite m onitoring tools to 
observe and forecast how the 
Earth’s vegetation responds to 
changes in land use and climate.
Running’s specialty is using 
satellite data and com puter 
simulation to evaluate the health 
of forest ecosystem s and 
forecast their future. That 
research, financed by earlier 
NASA grants exceeding $1 
million, led to his selection to 
w ork on a sensor for the space 
agency’s $11 billion Earth 
Observing System (EOS), a 
multi-m ission satellite scheduled 
to go into orbit in 1997.
EOS will continuously m onitor 
Earth’s land, atmosphere, and 
oceans, gathering m ore satellite 
Earth observation data during its 
first week in space than has been 
collected in the past decade, 
Running says. Ultimately, that 
data will help policy m akers solve 
problem s like global warm ing.
A fter EOS is in orbit, Running 
will m ap photosynthesis through­
out North Am erica every week. 
NASA will use Running’s m aps to 
m onitor regional drought and 
pollution.
A lthough Running's NASA 
project has a global focus, he 
stresses it will also provide start­
up m oney for land-m anagem ent 
projects in Montana.
Books for the Blind
Five years ago, UM helped 
launch a fledgling operation that 
converted textbooks, m anuals 
and reference materials into 
com puter form ats for people 
who cannot read standard print. 
That pioneering outfit is now  the 
research and developm ent arm  
of Recording for the Blind, the 







An $11 billion Earth 
Observing System 
will gather more 
satellite data in one 
week than has been 
collected in the past 
decade.
Once on diskette, the con­
verted books and other refer­
ence materials can be used by 
visually im paired readers 
through com puter techniques 
like large-print displays, textured 
braille screens, and speech 
synthesizers that convert text to 
an audio program.
The unit began as a program  
of UM’s Rural Institute on Disabili­
ties, with the idea of incubating 
the M issoula business until it 
could thrive on its own. Its 
adoption by Recording for the 
Blind in 1991 m ore than fulfilled 
those expectations. Although 
RFB is based in New Jersey, its 
UM-fostered research and 
developm ent division is in
M issoula to stay, says division 
chief George Kerscher, who 
founded the operation as Com ­
puterized Books for the Blind.
The unit m oved off cam pus last 
year, but it maintains a close 
relationship w ith the University.
UM Shares Resources
In recent years, The University of 
M ontana has increasingly shared 
its faculty m em bers ’ expertise 
and sophisticated equipm ent 
w ith local b iotechnology com pa­
nies. For example, a strong link 
has been forged between UM 
and the innovative Nurture Inc. of 
Missoula, a  com pany recently 
featured in the business section 
of The New York Times.
The com pany produces the 
versatile oat-based product 
Nurture, used as a cosmetic, oil- 
spill remediator, food preserva­
tive, sunscreen, and pesticide 
carrier.
Nurture is m ade by a solvent- 
extraction process that turns 1.1 
m illion pounds of oat grain into 1 
million pounds of m icroparticles 
that trap alm ost any water- or oil- 
based liquid, then gradually 
release it.
Not long ago, Nurture Inc. 
jo ined forces w ith UM Student 
Health Service Drs. Kathy Basket 
and Jack Bruckner in a three- 
m onth-long study com paring 
Nurture ’s acne m edication with 
Clearasil M axim um  Strength.
The 21 UM students who finished 
the study applied Nurture to one 
side of the ir face, Clearasil to  the 
other, w ithout knowing which 
product was which. Basket and 
Bruckner m onitored the stu­
dents’ progress, periodically 
sending videotapes of what they 
saw to M issoula’s Com m unity 
Medical Center for review.
Nurture cam e out the winner. 
“There was a 2-1 m argin of 
preference over Clearasil,” Steve 
Bixby, a Nurture Inc. research 
biochem ist, says. He attributes 
Nurture ’s success largely to the 
addition of m ineral oil and oats to 
the standard acne-fighting 
preparation. “ It was very useful to 
have data from  UM. It really gave 
credibility to  our statements.”
As a result o f that study, 
Nurture Inc. is ta lking to m ore 
than 20 cosm etic com panies 
about its acne medication.
Taxing Timber
Cutting-edge technology at the 
University o f M ontana School of 
Forestry is helping the state 
Department o f Revenue change 
the way it taxes private com m er­
cial forest land.
In response to a 1991 state 
law m andating forest taxation be 
based on potential tim ber 
production instead of the am ount 
of standing tim ber on private 
land, UM is creating highly 
sophisticated m aps that will 
capture the effects of clim ate and 
soil on forest productivity. They 
will be used to im plem ent the 
new tax system, which goes into 
effect in 1994.
Using satellite im agery and 
biophysical modeling, the m aps 
will cover all areas in the state 
with privately-owned timber, 
including com m ercia l forest
Grants
The University received a 
record $ 17,250,850 in grants 
and gifts this year, over $3 million 
more than in 1991-92. This is the 
third consecutive record-setting 
year for external research 
funding, reflecting the increasing 
breadth of UM ’s research, and 
the arrival o f outstanding new 
faculty who have attracted funds. 
Here are a few of UM ’s m ost 
recent grants.
Nancy and Ian Davidson, 
UM alumni and long-time 
benefactors, gave $1 million 
for the construction of an 
Honors College building on 
the central campus.
A  $384,000 grant from  
the National Science 
Foundation is funding an 
ecosystem information 
system being developed by 
Ray Ford of Com puter Science, 
Steve Running, and 
Ramakrishna Nemani of 
Forestry, and Roland
larger than 15 acres and non­
com m ercia l forest larger than 
five acres. Project leaders are 
Associate Professor Kelsey 
Milner, a forest biometrician; 
Professor Steve Running, an 
ecophysiologist; and Professor 
Hans Zuuring, the d irector o f the 
forestry school’s Geographic 
Information System s Lab. A iding 
them  are research associate, 
Ken Wall, Dean Coble, and 
Tong Du.
“This should prom ote sound 
forest practices,” M ilner says of 
the new taxation plan. “You’re 
paying taxes on the potential of 
your land, so you ’re hurting 
yourself if you ’re not keeping up 
your potential.”
Free Consulting
The University o f Montana 
School of Business Adm inis­
tra tion ’s Small Business Institute 
provides free m anagem ent 
services to sm all M ontana 
businesses and gives UM
Redmond of the M ontana Coop­
erative Wildlife Research Unit.
St. Patrick Hospital’s 
Chalice of Repose Project 
has given the University $6,700 to 
translate 1 1th century m anu­
scrip ts that could aid the project 
in its w ork to  soothe those who 
are near death.
A $ 1.2 m illion grant from  the 
U.S. Department of Com­
merce will finance the develop­
m ent of a public television station 
at UM.
Missoula County gave 
$93,037 to the geology depart­
m ent to  study the cum ulative 
effects o f dom estic sewage on 
groundwater in the M issoula 
valley.
Gary and Donna 
Hammond of Great Fails 
donated a $10,500 endowm ent 
in m em ory of their daughter, 
K im berly Hammond, to 
buy books each year for the 
use of Upward Bound students 
enrolled at UM.
business students the opportu­
nity to test c lassroom  principles 
in the field. In 1992-93, about 
145 business students w orked 
with m ore than 65 businesses. 
Their pro jects included assess­
ing a proposed ski area in the 
Libby area, developing a m arket­
ing plan fo r a local com puter 
software m anufacturer, and 
creating a business plan for a 
new  backpacking/outfitting  
business.
The institute is one of the 
m ost active m em bers of a  jo in t 
p rogram  between the U.S. Small 
Business Adm inistration and 
other universities nationwide. 
Students m ay spend as m uch as 
50 hours on the ir consulting 
projects.
UM m anagem ent Associate 
Professor Paul Larson, the new 
d irector o f the institute, replaced 
longtim e institute D irector Dick 
Dailey in M ay 1993. Larson is the 
author o f “The M ontana 
Entrepreneur’s Guide" and has 
been involved with the Institute 
for m ore than 10 years.
Scholarships
Dean and Evelyn 
Robertson of Helena have 
endowed a $10,000 scholarship 
in m em ory of their son, Alan D. 
Robertson, for a  political science 
m ajor from  Montana, based on 
academ ic achievem ent and 
leadership.
A  $3,000 Larcom be Family 
Scholarship will be endowed by 
com m ercia l real estate recently 
given to  UM by James R. *54, 
Mary Ann *54, and William E. 
Larcombe ‘56, for a journalism  
student each year.
President George and 
Jane Dennison have contrib­
uted $10,000 and pledged 
another $ 15,000 to  endow  the 
George M. and Jane I. Dennison 
Scholarship, for an enrolled 
m em ber of the Salish and 
Kootenai Confederated Tribes.
The Dennis R. Washington 
Foundation has established an 
annual $ 1,000 scholarship for 
M ontana residents.
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